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BLM Initiates Environmental Review of Proposed West Chocolate Mountains Renewable Energy Project (02-10-2010) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT NEWS RELEASE 
California Desert District 

Release Date: 02/10/10
 
Contacts: Stephen Razo, 951-697-5217, srazo@ca.blm.gov News Release No. CA-CDD-10-33
 

BLM Initiates Environmental Review of Proposed West Chocolate Mountains Renewable Energy Project 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) today published a notice of intent (NOI) to conduct an environmental review on a proposal to consider renewable energy 
development, including geothermal, solar, and wind, on public lands within the West Chocolate Mountains area, near the Salton Sea in Imperial County, east of 
Niland and northeast of El Centro, California. 

The proposed project areas covers approximately 21,300 acres of BLM-managed public lands bordered by the Imperial/Riverside County line on the north, the 
Chocolate Mountains Aerial Bombing and Gunnery Range on the east, the Imperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area on the south and the Imperial Valley agricultural 
belt on the west. 

Publication of the NOI initiates a public scoping period of 30 days, ending March 12, 2010. During the scoping period, the BLM solicits public comment on 
issues, concerns, potential impacts, alternatives, and mitigation measures that should be considered in the analysis of the proposed action. The date(s) and 
location(s) of any scoping meetings will be announced at least 15 days in advance through local media and the BLM Website at: 
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/cdd.html. In order to be considered in the draft environmental impact statement (EIS), all comments must be received prior to 
the close of the scoping period or 15 days after the last public meeting, whichever is later. We will provide additional opportunities for public participation upon 
publication of the draft EIS. 

The principal issues identified thus far include hydrology; Native American concerns; cumulative impacts of other existing or proposed energy projects in the 
area; and potential impacts on cultural resources, wildlife, recreation and visual resources. The draft EIS will also address issues such as geology, geothermal 
resources, vegetation, threatened or endangered species, air quality, noise, transportation, human health and safety, and socioeconomics, as well as any 
additional issues raised by the public during the scoping process. 

Public comments received will be used in the development of a draft EIS in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. Written comments should be 
submitted to the BLM's California Desert District Office, Attn: John Dalton, Chocolate Mountains Geothermal Leasing Coordinator, 22835 Calle San Juan De Los 
Lagos, Moreno Valley, California 92553. 

For more information contact John Dalton at (951) 697-5311 or e-mail John_Dalton@ca.blm.gov, or Daniel Steward, BLM El Centro Field Office branch chief 
(760) 337-4400 or e-mail Daniel_Steward@ca.blm.gov. 
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West Chocolate Mountains Renewable Energy Development Public Meeting Set (02-16-2010) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT NEWS RELEASE 
California Desert District 

Release Date: 02/16/10
 
Contacts: David Briery , (951) 697-5220 News Release No. CA-CDD-10-36
 

Stephen Razo, (951) 697-5217
 

West Chocolate Mountains Renewable Energy Development Public Meeting Set 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will hold a public scoping open house regarding an environmental review of possible renewable energy development in 
the area of the West Chocolate Mountains near the Salton Sea in Imperial County, Calif. The open house meeting will take place at Calipatria Inn and Suites, 
700 N. Sorensen Ave., Calipatria, on March 4, 2010, from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

During the open house, the BLM will solicit public comment on issues, concerns, potential impacts, alternatives, and mitigation measures that should be 
considered in the environmental analysis of the proposal to consider renewable energy development, including geothermal, solar, and wind, on approximately 
21,300 acres of BLM-managed public lands bordered by the Imperial/Riverside County line on the north, the Chocolate Mountains Aerial Bombing and Gunnery 
Range on the east, the Imperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area on the south and the Imperial Valley agricultural belt on the west. 

In order to be considered in the draft environmental impact statement (EIS), all comments must be received by Friday, March 19, 2010. Upon publication of the 
draft EIS, there will be additional opportunities for public participation. 

The principal issues identified thus far include hydrology; Native American concerns; cumulative impacts of other existing or proposed energy projects in the 
area; and potential impacts on cultural resources, wildlife, recreation and visual resources. The draft EIS will also address issues such as geology, geothermal 
resources, vegetation, threatened or endangered species, air quality, noise, transportation, human health and safety, and socioeconomics, as well as any 
additional issues raised by the public during the scoping process. 

Public comments received will be used in the development of a draft EIS in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. Written comments should be 
submitted to the BLM's California Desert District Office, Attn: John Dalton, Chocolate Mountains Geothermal Leasing Coordinator, 22835 Calle San Juan De Los 
Lagos, Moreno Valley, CA 92553. 

For more information contact John Dalton at (951) 697-5311 or e-mail John_Dalton@ca.blm.gov, or Daniel Steward, BLM El Centro Field Office branch chief 
(760) 337-4400 or e-mail Daniel_Steward@ca.blm.gov. 
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Jurg Heuberger
 
Planning Director
 
940 Main Street
 
El Centro, CA 92243
 

Christopher Wallis
 
Director, Resource Management Office
 
Bureau of Reclamation - Yuma
 
7301 Calle Agua Salada
 
Yuma, AZ  85364
 

Andrew E. Sabin, PhD, PG
 
Director, Geothermal Program Office
 
Naval Air Weapons Station
 
429 East Bowen Road, Mail Stop 4011
 
China Lake, CA  93555-6108
 

Paul B. Mount II, P.E.
 
Chief, State Lands Commission
 
Mineral Resources Management Div
 
200 Oceangate, 12th Floor
 
Long Beach, CA 90802-4331
 

Marina R. Brand
 
Assistant Chief, State Lands Commission
 
Division of Environmental Planning
 
100 Howe Avenue, Suite 100-South
 
Sacramento, CA  95825-8202
 

Major Ernie Govea
 
Regional Environmental
 
Coordination Office
 
Marine Corps Installations-West (G-7)
 
Camp Pendleton, CA 92054
 

Jeffrey A. Calhoon
 
Chief Patrol Agent
 
US Border Patrol, El Centro Sector
 
221 West Aten Road
 
Imperial, CA 92251
 

Imperial Irrigation District
 
Mike Abatti
 
Division 1
 
P O Box 937
 
Imperial, CA 92251
 

Imperial Irrigation District
 
James Hanks
 
Division 3
 
P O Box 937
 
Imperial, CA 92251
 

Imperial Irrigation District
 
Stella Mendoza
 
Division 4
 
P O Box 937
 
Imperial, CA 92251
 

Mr. Richard Milanovich, Chairman
 
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians
 
5401 Dinah Shore Drive
 
Palm Springs, CA 92264
 

Ms. May Ann Green, Chairwoman
 
Augustine Band of Cahuilla Indians
 
P O Box 846
 
Coachella, CA 92236
 

Mr. John A. James, Chairman
 
Cabazon Band of Mission Indians
 
84-245 Indio Springs Drive
 
Indio, CA 92201
 

Ms. Monique LaChappa, Chairwoman
 
Campo Kumeyaay Nation
 
36190 Church Road, Suite 1
 
Campo, CA 91906
 

Ms. Sherry Cordova, Chairwoman
 
Cocopah Indian Tribe
 
Avenue G and County 15th Street
 
Somerton, AZ 85350
 

Mr. Eldred Enas, Chairman
 
Colorado River Indian Tribes
 
26600 Mohave Road
 
Parker, AZ  85344
 

Mr. Michael Jackson, Sr., President
 
Fort Yuma Quechan Tribe
 
P O Box 1899
 
Yuma, AZ 85366-1899
 

Mr. Robert Pinto, Sr., Chairman
 
Ewiiaapaayp Band of Kumeyaay Indians
 
4054 Willows Road
 
Alpine, CA 91903
 

Ms. Gwendolyn Parada, Chairwoman
 
La Posta Band of Kumeyaay Indians
 
P O Box 1120
 
Boulevard, CA  91905
 

Ms. Francine Kupsch, Spokeswoman
 
Los Coyotes Band of Cahuillan and
 
Cuperno Indians
 
P O Box 189
 
Warner Springs, CA  92086
 

Mr. Leroy Elliott, Chairman
 
Manzanita Band of Kumeyaay Indians
 
P O Box 1302
 
Boulevard, CA  91905
 

Mr. John Marcus, Chairman
 
Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians
 
P O Box 609
 
Hemet, Ca  92546
 

Mr. Johnny Hernandez, Chairman
 
Santa Ysabel Band of Diegueno Indians
 
P O Box 130
 
Santa Ysabel, CA 92070
 

Ms. Mary L. Resvaloso, Chairwoman
 
Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians
 
P O Box 1160
 
Thermal, CA 92274
 

Mr. Darrell Mike, Spokesman
 
Twenty-nine Palms
 
Band of Mission Indians
 
46-200 Harrison Place
 
Coachella, CA 92236
 

Mr. Charles Wood, Chairman
 
Chemehuevi Reservation
 
P O Box 1976
 
Havasu Lake, CA 92363
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